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The Anchorage Assembly on Tuesday ended
1 long battle to put a city _spfanding limit and
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The assembly voted to reject Assemblyman
on Smith’s proposed spending limit plan.
at plan would have placed a cap on city|
pending that could only rise as much as the
ity’s population and inflation rates.
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mitiative on the ballot aiter Ne Id
snough signatures on petitions to do so.

The assembly also rejected Smith’s plan to
amend his spending limit to include a tax
limitation proposal.

The Anchorage Chamber of Commerce and
the Anchorage Womens Club have worked
since May on a petition drive to place a tax
limitation before the voters. But the group
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learned Tuesday that the city had rejected
about 40 percent of the signatures on the
group's peititons. Without those signatures,
the group did not have enough names.

Under the tax limit plan, the city would
determine tax levels using a formula based on
inflation rates and population levels.

The assembly’s decision is seen by some
city officials as a major victory for Mayor
Tony Knowles.

Last month, the assembly approved a
spending limit plan authored by the Knowles
administration. Knowles has contended that
his plan was much more moderate than those
offered by Smith and the Chamber of Com-
merce. Knowles has said repeatédly that the
Smith plan and the tax limit plan would not
work and would cause problems when the city
tried to balance its books and provide for
essential services.

Wednesday, August 17, 1983 .

tax limit ballot proposals

Supporters of the tax limitation proposal
say they will still try to place their initiative
on Ct;he ballot.

roup spokeswomen told the assembl
’;lftzesda)f that the city was too strict in chosiné
which signatures it would accept.
Last week, the groups turned in petitions

th more than 7 signatures. The city
3 rtified signatures in
n the ballot.
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only 4,107 signatures of the 7,10 i 7
the tax-limit group. i e
tioIr;“:'ld? Rexwinkle, an organizer of the peti-
rive, was angered ! i
b 2 g by the clerk’s deci-
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Rex'wm.kle said she disa’é‘i‘é’ea witﬂ?éome of
the criteria Smith used when deciding whic
signatures were valid.

Rexwinkle said her group wants to meet

with Smith and discuss t i
disqualifed. Ss the names that werd

Under questioning from assembl
bgrs, Sgn_ith said that many signatugzs n‘:?e;n
d;squah'f:ed because the petitions were impfo
per}y signed or failed to have a date. Bu
Smith said there is little that petition organiz
ers can do to save their petition. Ve

“There is no place to g0 b smlth %
*“They can go to court and Chalfeilge it said
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the signatures.
Knowles wants to base the
budget on inflation increases
which are measured by the per-
cent of increase in the consumer
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year — would have been cut 4
to tax ;Jn half had their limitation se‘gxrea{)roposal Jould g
o Tivattack. e elgception_s to the
mgliamber President Frank * Taxes oht?@;? Eonstruc
souaht ETESERSRIT. e
J members of the chamber's ,tg‘i)v;rt:e e:f;"{ base during a
m;.:tmlcc-i;izlal coxgmﬁttee, Mil- . Tgxes to support new or
- et eller an inda Rex-
iWinkle, said the tax ceiling Sé‘,?i,?é'ei-ed YOLexARDIoNen
i necessary to control gov- . S ol
rnrnent spending that spir- by vo&i‘;tai taxii gp?r?tpd
iflled out of control during « Taxes to pay interest or

[J Mayor Tony and Assembly-
man Don Smith, both authors of
previous spending limits, re-
sponded cautiously to the tax

i limit Initiative. Story, Page B-2. ' years of Alaska’s AJC'“ principal on bonds sold by _
e Tuenqe. e 1¥-%3 0 the city, or to finance repay- =
By DON HUNTER urpin, Dierks, Keller ment of legal judgmentsis
Dadly News report ffond Rexwinkle said their  against the city; -

ews repontat..., 1 ¢ 1883 roposal would complement e Taxes required to sup-

n initiative sponsored by port emergency spending
ssemblyman Don Smith. authorized by an ordinance
The proposed limitation approved by 8 of the 118
ormula would add the per- assembly members.
entage increase in consum- Keller said taxes to fi-
paually, Pbr prices from the prior fis- nance operating costs of vot-
2 ror——errrer——st1] year to a five-year aver- er-approved, state-financed
companion measure that age of population change. local projects also would be
wotld change the municipal Keller acknowledged that it excluded from the limita-
fiscal year to match that of could lead to a mandate for tion. That means the assem-

the school district and the a shrinking budget if the ®bly and the mayor could
state, needs the signatures city’s population were to exceed the limit, if neces-
of 5,141 qualified voters to decline for several years. sary, to pay the cost iof
= placed on the October  “It’s possible that could operating the Project 80s
ot. To pass, it would happen,” he said. “But I headquarters library, per-
- to be approved by a think ah argument can be forming arts center and
i dnade that government Ssportsarena.
houldn'’t cost as much if the
] tion declines.”
Keller also acknowled
hat using a five-year
ge of population change
ould limit the city’s capaci{
" to respond to sudden
ob&lnﬁi ﬂpﬂ'!‘atio;rf'*ﬁﬁch aii'

j an initiative to limit the tax .
in‘cre_ases that local elected
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Tax cap crusader

lives.her politics

} By GREG GADBERRY
Daily News reporter

As Linda Rexwinkel strode
into the room, several pairs of
ves rolled toward the ceiling
in mock annoyance. There
were even a few grins. Rex-
winkel, the so-called Fiscal
Pigie, was back at the An-
horage Assembly.

It was a familiar scene —
ne that has been played out
over and over again. Rexwin-
kel, the short, feisty house-
wife and political activist
from the Anchorage Woman's
Club, would warn city leaders
their spending policies must
change or they would be
changed for them. The assem-
bly would listen politely.
Rexwinkel would then go
home frustrated.

That changed in 1983, Grins
were replaced with grumbles,
mock annoyance turned to
real animosity. Armed with a
couple of paragraphs, Linda
Rexwinkel was leading a re-
volt against the Municipality
' of Anchorage, a revolt called

Proposition 24.
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In a way, those confronta-
tions were inevitable, she
said. Her politics were simply
too strong to stay at home.

One day her oldest daugh-
ter Julie, brought home a
sixth-grade textbook that
talked of the good works of
Karl Marx. Such words were
anathema to Rexwinkel, an







